	Where's the Beef? Giant Meat Eaters 
By Colleen Messina 
	  
	




[image: image1.jpg]


1     When you think of eating a juicy hamburger, what do you like on it? Pickles? Onions? Giant dinosaur carnivores, or meat eaters, would have loved hamburgers, too. Too bad they didn't have ketchup or mustard to spice up their meals! All they did was eat other dinosaurs...plain. They did clean up their plates well, though.
 
2     Scientists used to put all giant meat eaters into one group. They were called Carnosaurs. The word means "flesh reptile." They used their teeth instead of claws to attack their prey. Scientists thought that all the meat eaters must be related, but now they have a new idea. There are different groups of meat eaters.
 
3     One group was called the Megalosaurs. They were the earliest biped hunters. That meant that they walked upright on two huge hind legs. They had tiny arms with three fingers on each hand. They were great hunters. The only thing they weren't good at was boxing because their arms were so short.
 
4     One Megalosaur was the Megalosaurus. His name means "great lizard." He was 10 feet tall. He weighed a ton. His bones were found in 1676. The big thighbone confused scientists. It was the first dinosaur bone that Europeans had ever seen. It took them 150 years to figure out what it was!
 
5     The Megalosaurus was one big predator, but he was clumsy. He could run, but he might have been a clod. His toes pointed in as he ran. How do you think that scientists figured that out? They studied fossils of tracks. They also figured out that he ran with his tail in the air. Maybe he didn't want to get it dirty! He probably did that so he could run faster. He used his clawed hands to hang onto his lunch.
 
6     Another category of meat eaters were the Allosaurs. They may have been the largest meat eaters. They lived 50 million years before the Tyrannosaurus Rex. They also walked on two legs. They had a long tail. The biggest one was called the Giganotosaurus. His name means "giant southern lizard." His body was as long as a bus. His head was about six feet long. He weighed up to 8 tons. That is 16,000 pounds! His teeth were 8 inches long. He wasn't too bright, though. Even in that big head, his brain was the size of a banana.
 
7     The last category of meat eating dinosaurs may have been smarter. They were the Tyrannosaurs. The famous T Rex has appeared in everything from sci fi flicks to cartoons. They were different from Allosaurs because they had two fingers on each hand. Tyrannosaurs only lasted for 15 million years. That was not very long on a Cretaceous calendar!
 
8     So how did these meat eaters catch their food? Sometimes they hunted alone. Other times they hunted in packs. No plant eater could survive a pack of Allosaurs tromping after him. Many carnivores hunted plant eaters that weighed 30 tons! The giant meat eaters also ate leftovers. This was called scavenging. Remember that next time you are picking on leftover Thanksgiving turkey.
 
9     Even though other dinosaurs may not have liked them, the giant meat eaters were an important part of the ancient world. They loved their meat, even if they didn't have ketchup or mustard!


