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1     If you saw a picture of a clock melting, with half of it oozing over the edge of a table, what would you think about the artist? Would you think that he or she lived in a hot place? Would you think that the artist was crazy? Or would you think that you had had a glimpse of someone's dream? A melting clock is something you wouldn't expect to see in real life...or in a painting.
 
2     A melting clock is from a painting done by Salvador Dali in a bizarre art style called Surrealism. Surrealist paintings are fun to study. Surrealist paintings often have realistic subjects that are painted in perplexing ways. A different Surrealist painting shows a cheeseburger on a plate, which looks fine...until you notice that the slice of cheese has a face on it. Another Surrealist work has an old-fashioned phone stuck in a tree branch with a drop of water coming out of the mouthpiece of the phone. It is hanging over a plate that has a small photograph of Hitler on it. The painting is called Enigma of Hitler.
 
3     Surrealism was a movement that included both artists and writers. One important Surrealist writer who influenced many other Surrealists was a French doctor named Andre Breton. He fought in the trenches of the First World War, and he wrote poetry and articles. He studied the work of Sigmund Freud. He was fascinated when he tried to use Freud's ideas to analyse his patients. He joined one artistic group called the Dadaists in 1916 but had some problems with them. He later joined the Surrealists and wrote articles that explained Surrealism. These writings were called manifestos. He was said that his goal was to express "the true functioning of thought."
 
4     Even though Surrealist writers made important contributions to the movement, more people seem to remember Surrealist art. Melting clocks were something memorable, eccentric, and fun! The Surrealists used strange images in their work. They hoped that their peculiar subjects would help people discover their deepest thoughts and feelings. Sometimes, it was hard to tell what the Surrealists even meant in their art. Everyone could have their own ideas about the paintings.
 
5     Another attribute of Surrealist art was that often the objects in the paintings didn't seem to fit together. Have you ever noticed how your thoughts can quickly flit from one thing to another? That feeling seems to come across in Surrealists paintings, too. Surrealist artists tried to show images from the subconscious mind. They also used confusing images that they remembered from their dreams. This chaotic feeling was also a part of the art style named Dada, which preceded Surrealism.
 
6     Many Surrealist painters tried the Dada style first. Dada started in Switzerland. The Dadaists had no rules. They protested against the horrors of war. The Dada style was also absurd and often shocking. Many artists tried Dada. By 1922, the Dada movement was over. Many Dadaists later became Surrealists.
 
7     As time went on, many great artists of the twentieth century tried Surrealism, such as Rene Magritte, Max Ernst, and Salvador Dali. Salvador Dali became the most famous Surrealist artist. His personality matched his paintings. He did surprising things. He once filled his limousine with cauliflowers. He said he received messages from outer space through his curly moustache. He said it was his antenna. He loved mysterious objects. He once said, "People love mystery, and that is why they love my paintings."
 
8     Surrealist paintings were filled with mysteries. Surrealism thrived in the 1920s and the 1930s. Today, you still can find Surrealist movies, photographs, and sculptures. However, no matter what medium a Surrealist artist uses, you can always expect to find something odd.
 



