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1     Have you ever said something and then realized your words came out just a little tangled up? Maybe you accused your little brother of "chipping through the flannels." Of course, you meant "flipping through the channels." A simple slip of the tongue. But now your little brother isn't just laughing at you; he's rolling on the floor and scaring the cat. How humiliating!
 
2     Don't feel too bad, though. Everyone, including your little brother, trips over his or her tongue once in a while. There is even a name for this kind of slip. The Greeks called it metathesis, which means switching things around.
 
3     These "tips of the slung" can involve just mixing up the first one or two letters of words (like "chipping the flannels" or telling mom you don't want "keys and parrots" for dinner. It can also be getting syllables of words changed around. A radio announcer once introduced a U.S. President as Mr. "Hoobert Heever." (He meant Herbert Hoover.) It can even mean exchanging one word for another, as in an old joke about a bunch of cows. The cattle, it seems, were sent into orbit. After that, they were known as "the herd shot round the world."
 
4     In England in the 1800s, people loved word jokes like these. In that day, word play was a favourite sport. The champion word slayer (or slerd weigher) of all time was a man named William Spooner. He was born in 1844. Spooner was first a student, then a professor at New College at Oxford. He was also an Anglican priest. Eventually, he became warden (head) of the college.
 
5     Rev. Spooner was a smart man though not a handsome one. He was an albino with pink-white skin. He had squinty eyes and terrible eyesight. His head was over-large for his small body. Those who knew him described him as cheerful and kind. He had a fatherly manner with his students, but he wasn't a pushover. He could be very firm with those who strayed. A historian reported that Spooner "looked like a rabbit, but he was as brave as a lion. He was prepared at any moment to stand up to anybody."
 
6     Rev. Spooner was beloved by his students. He was known, however, for being a bit odd. It seemed as if the impulses inside his brilliant brain sometimes jumped the track. One example of this was his tendency to get his words jumbled. For a teacher/priest, this could be a serious problem. If someone like you gets a little mixed up, the worst that could happen is your little brother may laugh at you. When a preacher gets muddled, he could be facing a whole church full of snickers.
 
7     Picture a wedding in the chapel at Oxford College. It was a beautiful service. Everything had gone smoothly except for a slight hitch at the very end. Rev. Spooner had pronounced the couple man and wife. He beamed at the crowd. In a kindly voice he said to the nervous young man, "It is now kisstomary to cuss the bride." People began to titter. Before long, they were laughing out loud. Even the groom was chuckling. The slip-up had eased the young man's tension, but that didn't make Rev. Spooner feel any better.
 
8     Even when he wasn't preaching, attending church could be a hazard. One lovely Sunday morning, Rev. Spooner made his way to chapel. When he got to his usual seat, he was flustered to find an unknown lady sitting there. He begged her pardon and then said tactfully, "Madam, I'm afraid this pie is occupewed. May I sew you to another sheet?"
 
9     It was even worse when he made such blunders with students. One day the Reverend confronted an unruly pupil. Matters had gotten out of hand. Rev. Spooner knew he had to be firm with the boy. He hated to do it, but the student simply would not respond to kindness and was a bad example to others.
 
10     Looking the student straight in the eye, the Reverend said firmly, "Young man, you have hissed all my mystery lectures and were caught fighting a liar in the quad. You have tasted two worms!" (What he meant to say was "missed all my history lectures," "lighting a fire," and "wasted two terms.")
 
11     The verbal gaffes, of course, tickled his students immensely. They dubbed the "tongue blunders" Spoonerisms. The students were intently tuned in to anything the Reverend said, listening for the trademark slips. They even got together and invented Spoonerisms. Now no one is quite sure which ones Spooner really said and which ones the students made up.
 
12     Like Spooner's students, the whole world loves the goofy fun of Spoonerisms. We giggle at skewed words and phrases. Some favourites are "nosy cook" (cozy nook), "birthington's washday" (Washington's Birthday), and "pleating and humming" (heating and plumbing). (My personal favourite is "hypodeemic nerdle" (hypodermic needle.)
 
13     A few people have "Spoonerized" whole stories. Perhaps you've heard the classic tale of "Rindercella and the Pransome Hince," or "Beeping Sleauty." You haven't?? Hmmm... Maybe you have been leading a tuch moo-leltered shife.
 



	
	
	
	


