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1     Daniel ran his hands over the two cardboard boxes. Then he slid his hands under them. The top one lifted easily, but the second one was much heavier than it looked.
 
2     "What is it?" he asked.
 
3     "Your grandfather left you part of his coin collection in his will," said Dad.
 
4     "Which part?" asked Daniel with more interest.
 
5     "You have the pennies," said Dad.
 
6     "Pennies!" scoffed Daniel. "Those wouldn't be worth much," he complained.
 
7     "I'm not so sure about that," said Dad. "In 1999, a 1943 copper penny was auctioned for $112,500.00."
 
8     "Wow!" gasped Daniel. "That's a lot of pennies! Dollars too! I could buy a brand new car with that kind of money! Do you think I have any worth that much in my collection?"
 
9     "I don't know," said Dad. "That's for you to find out. Your grandfather used to tell me that the most interesting thing about collecting coins was not their value, but how they reflected history. That means you will have to study if you want to know."
 
10     Daniel opened the smaller box. Inside was a book. He lifted it out and flipped carelessly through some of the pages.
 
11     "What's this?" he asked.
 
12     "That is your grandfather's coin journal. He would write down everything he learned about his coins," said Dad.
 
13     Daniel shrugged and dropped the book back in the box. Inside the larger box were stacks of small plastic cases holding individual coins.
 
14     "Why don't you take that up to your room and look at it," said Dad.
 
15     Daniel laid out the coin cases in rows on his bed. As he got them out, he put them in year order. Then he noticed that one of the coins was missing from the case. He looked in the cardboard box. Then he retraced his steps in case it had fallen on the way to his room.
 
16     "Dad," said Daniel as he went downstairs to see his father again. "There's a coin missing from one of the cases."
 
17     "That's odd," said Dad. "Which one is gone?"
 
18     "It's the 1815 penny," said Daniel. "That's pretty old. Do you think it's worth a bunch of money?" he added hopefully.
 
19     "I remember him mentioning something about that coin," said Dad. "I'm sure that if you check his journal, he'll have something written there."
 
20     Daniel went back to his room and put the coins back in the box. Then he took out the journal and began to read through it.
 
21     Days and weeks passed as Daniel read the journal in his spare time. He was surprised to find the coin information interesting. What surprised him even more was how much he got to know his grandfather through it.
 
22     As he read, he became involved in the search his grandfather had made for the now missing coin. Daniel began to feel like he knew all about the coins his grandfather had collected. As each one was mentioned, Daniel would find the coin and study it. It was like seeing things through Grandpa's eyes.
 
23     Finally, one day, Daniel found the reference in the journal about buying the 1815 penny. He kept reading. A month or so after purchasing the coin, the old man had made a shocked entry in his journal.
 
24     "I've been swindled! The 1815 penny I sought for so long doesn't really exist. The penny I have is a fake. Live and learn. This will be a lesson for me to do my research better in the future."
 
25     Daniel lay the book down as he thought. No wonder the case was empty. His grandfather did not want to keep a fake coin. One thing puzzled him. How had his grandfather known sure that the coin was a fake? He continued reading.
 
26     "According to the U.S. Mint, no pennies were produced in 1815. There was a severe copper shortage as a result of the War of 1812."
 
27     Daniel nodded to himself. That made sense, and it solved his mystery. Coins really did reflect things that happened in the past. This might be a good hobby after all.
 
28     "Thanks, Grandpa," he whispered.





	Name _____________________________ 
	
	
	Date ___________________ 


The Mystery of the Missing Coin
	1.  

	Why did Daniel think the collection of coins had little value at first?
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  They were boring
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  They were all pennies.
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  They were in a cardboard box.
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  There weren't very many.



	
	2.  

What did Daniel think of the book when he "shrugged and dropped the book back in the box?"
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	3.  

When Grandpa said that coins reflected history, he meant:
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  To see the result of actions
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  To throw or bend back
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  To show it in a mirror
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  To bring blame or reproach


	4.  

What made Daniel think a coin was missing?
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	5.  

Define the word "swindled."
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  To cheat
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  To lie about something
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  To disappear
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  To steal


	6.  

Why would Daniel's grandfather have gotten rid of the fake coin?
[image: image17.png]





[image: image18.png]







	7.  

Why were no copper pennies made in 1815?
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  The price of copper was too high.
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  It was too expensive to make them.
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  People were tired of using pennies.
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  There was a copper shortage.


	8.  

We can infer from the story that Daniel's grandfather was:
[image: image23.jpg]


  Bored with coins
[image: image24.jpg]


  Very, very old
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  Starting a new collection
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  Deceased




 

	The Mystery of the Missing Coin - Answer Key
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  They were all pennies.
2  He wasn't very interested, or didn't care.
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  To see the result of actions
4  One of the labelled coin cases was empty.
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  To cheat
6  He didn't want anyone else fooled by it.
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  There was a copper shortage.
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  Deceased



