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1     Dorothy had a bit of a problem. A tornado had lifted up Dorothy and her little dog Toto and carried them to the strange land of Oz. Tornadoes are like that; they cause problems wherever they go. So do other types of storms, like thunderstorms and blizzards.
 
2     One way to categorize storms is into two groups, summer storms and winter storms. Summer storms include several types of thunderstorms and tornadoes. Winter storms include blizzards, ice storms, lake effect storms, and the fierce nor'easters.
 
3     There are three main types of thunderstorms: single cells, multicell clusters, and multicell lines called squall lines. Single cell thunderstorms are the common everyday kind. They usually last from 20 to 30 minutes, and include downpours of rain, possible hail, thunder, and lightning. They are not the most dangerous type, but one danger from single cell storms is the possibility of a microburst. A microburst is a sudden burst of high wind that is especially dangerous to airplane pilots. Multicell clusters and squall lines are bigger storms that are more dangerous because they are larger and can last longer. One danger from any type of thunderstorm is the lightning. Lightning causes hundreds of deaths and millions of dollars in property damage each year. Another danger is the possibility of flash flooding. Flash floods are weather's biggest killer.
 
4     A super cell is a special kind of thunderstorm. It is one with winds that spin and spiral. Weather watchers keep a close eye on super cells because a super cell can develop into a tornado.
 
5     Tornadoes are powerful storms that can flatten even a sturdily built house. Tornadoes, like the fictional one in The Wizard of Oz, consist of a huge cloud with a tail that touches down on the ground. Tornadoes' spiralling winds make them especially hazardous. If you are in an area where a tornado is spotted, you should take cover in the basement or an inside room of your house, or in a low area such as a ditch if you are outside.
 
6     Blizzards are common winter storms. In a blizzard, the temperature falls below 20 degrees, and there are high winds and snow. The winds and blowing snow in a blizzard make it difficult to see. Visibility in a blizzard is usually 1/4 mile or less.
 
7     Ice storms don't happen very often, and when they do, they are usually a big surprise because ice storms occur in the south eastern states where winter storms are not common. Ice storms may include freezing rain, sleet, and snow.
 
8     Lake effect storms happen in the cold states around the Great Lakes where winter weather is expected. These storms happen when cool air moves over the warmer water of the lakes, causing precipitation to fall.
 
9     A nor'easter is one of the most ferocious winter storms. A nor'easter travels up the east coast until it gets to the New England states, or Canada, where it becomes a severe storm when it meets the cold air there.
 
10     With modern scientific advances, storms are more predictable today than they once were. Even so, storms still have immense power, and will always be a force to be reckoned with. It's no wonder that many authors, just like Mr. Baum who wrote The Wizard of Oz, chose to put a storm in their stories.
