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1     Snow. A vast expanse of snow and ice stretching as far as the eye can see. Bitter cold and short daylight hours. This is the arctic in winter.
 
2     Robert Peary was born in Cresson, Pennsylvania on May 6, 1856. After graduating from Bowdoin College in 1877, he worked as a land surveyor with the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey. In 1881, he joined the U.S. Navy Corps of Civil Engineers. While working on a canal project in Nicaragua, he read about work being done in the arctic and dreamed about going there.
 
3     He took a leave from the Navy to pursue his arctic dream a couple of years later. One day, while he was getting supplies together for the trip, Peary was introduced to Matthew Henson, a sailor. Perry was so impressed with his skill that he added Matthew to the surveying crew. Eventually, Matthew became Peary's most trusted friend.
 
4     Throughout the late 1800's Peary made several expeditions to Greenland for scientific study. He and his crew gathered a large amount of information on the geography, weather and people living there.
 
5     Later on, Peary was given another leave from the Navy and he made his first attempt to reach the North Pole. His first and second attempts were unsuccessful. It had long been thought that Greenland would be the best starting point to get to the pole, but Peary discovered that Ellesmere Island was better. To insure the success of his third attempt, he made studies of the surface and ice pack near Ellesmere. He also decided that the best time to make an attempt was in the late winter rather than summer.
 
6     Peary's friend, Matthew Henson, was especially good at learning from the Eskimos, and he passed their wisdom on to Peary. They learned all they could about sleds, sled dogs, furs, and igloos. Then on March 1, 1909, Peary led 23 men, 133 dogs, and 19 sleds on a trek to the North Pole.
 
7     Along the trek, many people dropped out and stayed at prearranged stops. By the time the group arrived at the North Pole, only six men remained: Peary, Henson, and four Eskimos.
 
8     When he arrived home, Peary learned that another man, Frederick Cook, claimed to have reached the North Pole a year earlier. After an investigation, it was found that he had faked his evidence, and Peary was declared the winner.
 
9     One of the arctic skills Peary learned was how to cross sheets of new ice, which would feel rubbery under his feet. Crossing sheets of new ice was so dangerous that Peary continued to have nightmares about it. Though he was afraid, he controlled his fear in order to reach his goal. His adventures in the arctic made him seem much older than he was. He died in 1920 at the age of 63 and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.



	
	
	
	


