Reading Comprehension/ Medieval/Legend

A FAMOUS FOREST
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Many a tale has taken place in a forest. Shadowy images immediately spring to mind when we think of these forests and of the sinister creatures that may lurk within.

One well-known tale, however, features a forest that was used as a hiding place not for a sinister creature, but by a people’s hero. His legendary motto of “take from the rich to give to the poor” has been regaled in books, plays, television programs, and even movies. The hero’s name is, of course, Robin Hood, and according to legend he dwelled in the famous—and very real—Sherwood Forest.

At the time that Robin and his “band of Merry Men” were supposed to have lived in it, Sherwood Forest would have been about 100,000 acres in area and home to the tasty royal deer upon which Robin and his fellow outlaws would have feasted. A tree called the Major Oak stood at the heart of this green wood encampment. This tree is now 800-1000 years old, which means it may well have been a full-grown tree at the time when the Robin Hood legends were born. According to local legends, this mighty tree was at the centre of the forest, and was used as a council tree by Robin and his followers.

According to some versions of the legend, Robin and his men bought cloth of Lincoln green and fashioned clothing from it. Wearing this colour helped to camouflage them and hide them from their enemies. For Robin and his brave group of outlaws, Sherwood Forest was home and afforded them safety from the evil Sheriff of Nottingham and Guy of Gisbourne.

Today, Sherwood Forest covers an area of a little over one thousand acres. Each year, more than half a million visitors descend upon it to see the Major Oak for themselves. Every August, the Robin Hood festival takes place where people attempt to recreate the atmosphere of what the forest would have been like in Robin Hood’s day.
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