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1     Who hasn't heard of Peter Rabbit? He was a silly, little bunny who got himself stuck in Mr. McGregor's garden. Maybe you know about Tom Kitten, Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle, and Jemima Puddle-Duck, but do you know about Beatrix Potter? She's the one who created all those characters!
 
2     Beatrix Potter was born in the Kensington area of London, England on July 28, 1866. Hers was a typically upper middle class Victorian family. They had a large house with several servants.
 
3     When she was old enough, she had a governess as her teacher. She rarely had contact with her parents except in the evening before bed. She spent hours alone, learning to amuse herself.
 
4     Beatrix was 6 when her younger brother, Bertram, was born. Soon he was old enough to learn in the school room with her. However, when he reached school age, he was sent away to boarding school, while she remained at home with her governess.
 
5     As a young woman, Beatrix learned more than just reading and writing; she also had music lessons and learned to develop her artistic talents. Her parents did not encourage her to have friends outside the family.
 
6     To make up for her lack of friends, she had many pets. Benjamin Bouncer was Beatrix' first pet rabbit. Peter Piper was another rabbit. He learned many tricks such as jumping through a hoop and ringing a bell. Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle was a pet hedgehog who loved milk. She also had a dog named Spot and a door mouse named Xarifa. When she was grown, she even had a pet pig named Pig-wig.
 
7     Every summer, the family would leave London and travel up to the north-west part of England known as the Lake District. This became her favourite place in all of England. She and her brother spent hours exploring the countryside, studying nature, and sketching and painting everything they saw.
 
8     During one summer visit, Beatrix was introduced to the local vicar named Harwicke Rawnsley. He loved the land and was working hard to keep it from being spoiled. He passed this love for the land to Beatrix. He went on to become one of the founding members of the National Trust.
 
9     From the time she was fifteen until she was in her thirties, Beatrix kept a daily journal. She did not want others reading her innermost thoughts, so she wrote it in code. After her death, it took some time to decode them for publication. Beatrix had a flair for writing and illustrating. She wrote story letters to amuse the sick children of friends. Along with the stories were original pictures she drew and painted on the sides of the pages to make the stories come alive.
 
10     These stories were so popular that she tried to interest a publisher in them but was unsuccessful. Instead of quitting, she self-published them and found success. Then in 1902, her book Peter Rabbit was published by Frederick Warne and Co. Her stories were so successful, she started making quite a good income. Instead of spending it on herself, she started buying land in the Lake District she loved so much.
 
11     Her first purchase was the Hill Top Farm in 1905. Many of her stories took place there. Then, she bought Castle Farm which adjoined it in 1909.
 
12     When Beatrix was 39, she became engaged to one of the Warne brothers, but he died from leukaemia a month later. She did not marry until she was 47. Her new husband, a lawyer, was not approved of by her parents, but she was firm in her choice.
 
13     Now she was able to live the life she had wanted. She loved being not only a wife, but also a farmer and landowner. She didn't have as much time for writing, but she was doing what she loved best.
 
14     When her father died, she used her inheritance to buy a sheep farm where she spent the remainder of her life. By the time of her death in 1943, she owned 15 farms and 4,000 acres of land. All of it was willed to the National Trust to keep it pristine and safe from development. Beatrix wanted future generations to know and love the land as she did.
 



