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1     Do you know what a monarchy is? Very simply, it is a form of government that is led by a ruling family - often, a king and a queen. If you've read storybooks, you've probably heard of this kind of government. In many books, kings and queens are good people. Their subjects (the people who the king and queen rule) love them. While this is true in many books - and in reality sometimes - it wasn't true for French citizens in the 18th century. The French hated their king.
 
2     King Louis XVI wasn't a good leader for his people. As king, the economy sank and national debt grew. The structure of a monarchy ensured a good life for rich people and a worse life for poor people. This was especially true in Louis XVI's time. Then there was Louis XVI's wife, the queen.
 
3     Marie Antoinette wasn't French, but Austrian, by birth. This fact alone caused many French citizens to hate her. Her marriage to Louis XVI was arranged to strengthen the French and Austrian alliance. Marie Antoinette enjoyed her life as queen. She spent lots of money on very nice things. Too much money, many French people thought. There were also rumours that Marie Antoinette had many lovers.
 
4     Louis and Antoinette ruled during a time of growing unhappiness in France. Citizens were getting tired of the king and queen's absolute rule. Many argued for a change in government. Some who spoke the loudest about change were jailed. Louis and Antoinette had many people imprisoned or executed for speaking against the king and queen. Many were thrown in a prison called the Bastille.
 
5     Things got so bad that Louis decided to call together leaders from all over France. The richest people were represented, but poor people weren't. This would be Louis' final bad decision as king. On July 14, 1789, ordinary French citizens stormed the Bastille and took it over. It was mostly a symbolic victory, since only seven prisoners were being held at the time.
 
6     The storming of the Bastille would come to symbolize the entire French Revolution. The French got rid of their king and queen (actually, had them executed) and drew up a new constitution. This new constitution called for a French republic. A republic is a form of government where all people rule by voting. At the time, a republic was a very new system of government. The United States had written its republican constitution just a few years before in 1787.
 
7     Today, the French people celebrate Bastille Day as a kind of independence day. This holiday is a time to remember when the king and queen were replaced with the rule of the people. It is a big celebration all across France - towns have big parades and fireworks displays, and there are many parties. It took a lot of bravery and work to stand up to the king and queen, and the French people haven't forgotten it yet!



