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1     Some people talk to their animals. Do they talk back? Some people believe that they do. Animals talk in movies. Animals talk in stories. Sometimes animals let us know what they are thinking. One famous horse had a message for all who would listen.
 
2     Black Beauty is a story about a horse. The story is written as if the horse is telling it. The first title of the book was Black Beauty: The Autobiography of a Horse. An autobiography is a story. It is about a person's life. The person the story is about is telling the story. In this case, "Black Beauty" is a horse. He is telling his story.
 
3     Black Beauty was written by Anna Sewell. She was born on March 30, 1820. She was born in England. England is a country in Europe. Anna went to school at home for most of her life. When she was 14 years old, she went to a school outside her home. One day as she walked home, she fell. She hurt her ankles. At the time, the doctors did not know how to help her. She never stood or walked again.
 
4     Anna was very close with her mother. Her mother was an author. She wrote books for children. Her mother took care of her. They travelled to Europe. They looked for help for Anna. They did not find help. Instead, they met people. They met famous authors. They met famous artists.
 
5     Anna could not do very much. She taught Sunday School at her church. She checked her mother's work. Anna travelled by horse and carriage. She loved her horse. She watched him. She watched how he was cared for. She did not like how he was treated. Anna had an idea. She would write a story.
 
6     In 1871, Anna began writing a story about a horse. She told the story. Her mother wrote it down. At first, her story was for people who worked with horses. She hoped they would treat them better.
 
7     Black Beauty took Anna almost seven years to write. Her story became a novel in 1877. Anna was 57 years old. People liked her book. Anna Sewell died 5 months later.
 
8     Anna wrote Black Beauty for horses. It was her way of giving horses a voice. Her book did help. People became aware that horses were treated badly. Laws were made to protect horses.
 
9     Black Beauty became a children's book. Experts say that it is one of the best selling books of all time. It is the only book that Anna Sewell wrote. It is still printed today. It is still loved.

